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it? Sir, said the Indian, freedome is as precious as life, and my
life I would adventure for him that should do it. Proove me
therefore in any service that I can doe for you, and my willing-
nesse shall soone make good what I have said. Well, said the
generall, thou hast willed me to proove whether thou meanest
truely or no; I would aske of thee what the embassador saith of
me and my shipping which I have in this place, and what
pretences [i.e. intentions] he hath. Sir, said the Indian, he hath
had a spie aboord of all your ships, a Chinese, who is continually
conversant with your people; so that he hath a draught drawne,
not onely of your ships and their greatnesse, but also of every
piece of ordnance that each ship hath, and how they are placed,
and the number of your men that are in them. And he findeth
your ships strong and well appointed; but by reason of the
sickenesse that hath been in them they are but weake of men and
easie to be taken, if any force come upon them on the suddaine;
and within few dayes he meaneth to send his draughts to
Malacca, for force to attempt your ships as they ride. The
general laughed pleasantly to heare these things, saying the
embassador was not so idle as he thought him. For hee well
knoweth (said he) that I care little for all the forces of these
parts; it is but to make thee, and the rest that are about him,
beleeve that you are stronger then you be. But goe thy way, and
be here once in a day or twaine, and tell me whether the em-
bassadour goe forward in his proceedings, and when those
messengers shall depart with the plots thou speakest of; and
although it will benefit me little to know these things, yet I
will give thee thy libertie, for thy goodwill thou shewest therein,
as I have promised thee to doe. This Indian went away very well
contented, as any man might easily perceive by his countenance
and the lightnesse of his pace. Now when he was gone, the
generall turned about and said to me: We have met with a fit
man to betray his master, if we can make any benefit of the
treason. And surely he was not deceived in his opinion; for by
this meanes whatsoever the embassadour did all the day, we
had it either that night or (at the furthest) the next day in the
morning. And this fellow carried the matter so warily that he
was neither mistrusted of any of the ambassadors house nor